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TEXAS COUNCIL OF FACULTY SENATES
Statewide Faculty Governance Roundup
TCFS ROUNDUP REPORT
Fall 2026
Instructions:
Don't be overwhelmed by the length of this document.
It includes a broad range of questions to help us learn about developments across member institutions. Please complete the sections that are most relevant to your campus and share any information you believe would be useful to the membership. Think of this form as a resource for sharing what matters most, rather than a requirement to answer every question.

Please highlight your responses if the fillable component doesn’t work.





I. Executive Overview
In 3–5 sentences, summarize the most significant institutional developments affecting the areas below.
Faculty governance, academic freedom, instructional autonomy, research, academic programs, student enrollment, and compliance:
	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



II. Institutional Snapshot
	Institution:
	 



	System:
	 



	Faculty Senate/Council President:
	 



Faculty Governance Structure
☐  Elected Senate
☐  Appointed Council
☐  Hybrid
☐  Other (please specify): ______________________________

SB 37 Implementation Status
☐  Fully implemented
☐  Partially implemented
☐  Still under revision
☐  Unknown

III. Summary by Theme
Theme 1 — Shared Governance & SB 37 Implementation
Have senate/council bylaws changed?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Has membership selection changed? Ex. more full professors, less adjuncts, etc.
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Are committee structures changing?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Are faculty still voting on curriculum matters?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Has administration altered the senate's responsibilities?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Has communication with administration improved or declined?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Have course descriptions, syllabus requirements, or instructional guidance been modified in response to SB 37 implementation?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 

	 




Major successes:
	 

	 




Theme 2 — Academic Freedom: Research
Focus on research activity only.
Have faculty…
Altered research agendas?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Changed terminology?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Withdrawn proposals?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Had grants revoked?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Cancelled presentations or invited talks?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Additional Concerns:
Research
Response:
	 

	 


Grant Activity
Response:
	 

	 


Conference Participation
Response:
	 

	 


Publication 
Response:
	 

	 


Theme 3 — Academic Freedom: Teaching
Focus on observed instructional changes
Have faculty…
Altered course content?

☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Changed terminology?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Removed or revised readings, assignments, or classroom materials?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Modified discussion topics or classroom activities?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Cancelled guest speakers, panels, or instructional events?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Restricted use of instructional technologies or external resources?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Additional Concerns:

Course Content
Response:
	 

	 



Instructional Methods
Response:
	 

	 



Classroom Discussion & Student Engagement
Response:
	 

	 



Curriculum & Assessment
Response:
	 

	 



Faculty Teaching Autonomy
Response:
	 

	 



Theme 4 — Academic Freedom: Graduate Students
Focus on graduate students only.
Graduate Students — Have any…
Changed dissertation topics?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Switched advisors?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Left PhD programs?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Taken Master's degrees instead?
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Additional concerns
Graduate Research
Response:
	 

	 


Theme 5 — Institutional Censorship
Institutional actions.
Were any of the following reviewed or restricted?
☐  Courses
☐  Programs
☐  Events
☐  Guest speakers
☐  Libraries
☐  Websites
☐  Centers
☐  Reading lists
☐  Emails
☐  Public statements
Details:
	 

	 

	 


Who initiated the action?
☐  Board
☐  System
☐  President
☐  Provost
☐  Dean
☐  Department
☐  State law
☐  Outside complaints
Details:
	 

	 

	 




Theme 6 — Faculty Self-Censorship
Institutions don't have to censor faculty if faculty begin censoring themselves.
Have faculty voluntarily changed:
☐  Course content
☐  Examples
☐  Terminology
☐  Assignments
☐  Public engagement
☐  Research dissemination
☐  Social media
Details:
	 

	 

	 


Why?
☐  Fear of discipline?
☐  Unclear guidance?
☐  Political pressure?
☐  Student complaints?
☐  Administrative pressure?
Details:
	 

	 

	 




Theme 7 — Academic Programs
During this reporting period, were any of the following closed, suspended, merged, renamed, or reorganized?
☐  Departments
☐  Centers
☐  Institutes
☐  Majors
☐  Minors
☐  Certificates
☐  Graduate programs
☐  Concentrations
Details:
	 

	 

	 


If yes, please describe:
Reason cited:
	 

	 


Teach-out plans:
	 

	 


Faculty impact:
	 

	 


Graduate student impact:
	 

	 


Research impact:
	 

	 


Courses eliminated:
	 

	 


Specifically, were any of the following affected?
☐  Race/Ethnic Studies
☐  Women's & Gender Studies
☐  Other interdisciplinary programs
Details:
	 

	 

	 


Theme 8 — Student Enrollment & Student Success
Overall enrollment:
	 


Graduate enrollment:
	 


International enrollment:
	 


Transfers:
	 


Retention:
	 


Questions
Student loan cap concerns
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Financial aid impacts
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Enrollment shifts by discipline
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Graduate pipeline concerns
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Theme 9 — Artificial Intelligence (AI)
University AI policy or guidance
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Faculty challenges or concerns
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Training or support available
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 



Theme 10 — Accreditation & Compliance
Accreditation-related concerns
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Faculty involvement in compliance efforts
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 


Anticipated risks or uncertainties
☐  Yes      ☐  No      ☐  Unsure      ☐  N/A
Details:
	 




IV. Emerging Issues
What new issue should TCFS begin monitoring that is not captured above?
Response:
	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



V. Priority Concerns
Rank the THREE items you feel TCFS should focus on:
1.
	 


2.
	 


3.
	 


VI. Effective Practices/Successes/Highlights
What's working? Share your good news here.
Policies:
	 

	 


Communication:
	 

	 


Governance models:
	 

	 


Compliance practices:
	 

	 


Faculty support:
	 

	 


Student support:
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